
Houghton County Recreation Survey 
 
The Houghton County Recreation Committee seeks public input to plan improvements to 
recreation sites in the County.  The purpose of this short, 10-minute, survey is to collect feedback 
from residents and visitors on the types of recreation opportunities they would like the County to 
maintain, develop, and/or improve. The results of the survey will help develop the County’s Five 
Year Recreation Plan.  
 
The flooding that took place in June damaged a substantial number of recreational assets in 
Houghton County.  Your response to this survey will help community leaders prioritize investment 
decisions to recover from the flooding and help communities pursue funding to repair damaged 
recreation assets.   
  
The survey includes questions about your recreation interests and preferences for improvements 
to recreation sites owned by the County. Participation is voluntary, and responses are confidential.  
The combined anonymous results from this survey will be published as part of the County’s Five 
Year Recreation Plan. 
 
If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Brad Barnett, Regional Planner, at (906) 
482-7205 or bbarnett@wuppdr.org.  Thank you for your time and thoughtful responses! 
 
  
Sincerely,  
 
The Houghton County Recreation Committee 
 
 

How to Return the Survey 

Completed surveys should be returned to the Recreation Committee through any of the following 
options:   
 

Mail or Drop Off:   
Houghton County Court House  
Attn: Recreation Committee  
401 E Houghton Avenue 
Houghton, Michigan 49931  

 
OR SIMPLY COMPLETE ONLINE:    www.surveymonkey.com/r/HoughtonRec 
 

Response Deadline 

In order for your feedback to be included, please complete and return the survey no later than 
August 31st, 2018.   

Western Upper Peninsula Planning & Development Region 

Attn:  Houghton County Recreation Committee 

PO Box 365 

Houghton, Michigan 49931 

or 

bbarnett@wuppdr.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HoughtonRec


County-Owned Recreation Facilities 

While Houghton County residents and visitors  have access to a wide variety of parks, other sites, and 

trails through villages, townships, and state and federal government properties, the County only owns 

three recreation facilities:  Houghton County Arena, Houghton County Fairgrounds and the Houghton 

County Marina.  The map below shows the location of these facilities.  

 

Facility Location Detail 

1 

2 
1 

2 



Houghton County Recreation Survey - 2018 

 
1. Are you a resident of Houghton County:   

 Yes (please skip to Question #1b if you select this answer)   

 No  (please skip to Question #2 if you select this answer) 
 
1b. Where do you live in Houghton County? Please choose one option from the list below: 
 

 City of Hancock 

 City of Houghton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Overall, how important are recreational experiences to your household’s quality of life? 
[  ] Extremely important      
[  ] Very important      
[  ] Somewhat important      
[  ] Not so important      
[  ] Not important at all 
 

3. Overall, how satisfied are you with the quality of recreational opportunities in Houghton County? 
[  ] Extremely satisfied      
[  ] Very satisfied      
[  ] Somewhat satisfied      
[  ] Not so satisfied      
[  ] Not satisfied at all 
 

4. How did the June flood impact your quality of recreation in Houghton County? 
[  ] Extremely negative      
[  ] Very negative      
[  ] Somewhat negative      
[  ] Not so negative     
[  ] Not negative at all  

Please explain your response: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Calumet Village 

 Copper City Village 

 Lake Linden Village 

 Laurium Village 

 South Range Village 
 

 Adams Township 

 Calumet Township 

 Chassell Township 

 Duncan Township 

 Elm River Township 

 Franklin Township 

 Hancock Township 

 Laird Township 

 Osceola Township 

 Portage Township 

 Quincy Township 

 Schoolcraft Township 

 Stanton Township 

 Torch Lake Township 
 



5. It is important to understand recreation trends in the County.  Using the table below, please indicate if members from 

your household currently or recently participated in the following recreation activities.  Indicate your response for 

each site by placing an “X” inside the appropriate response option. 

Recreation Activity 
Yes, someone from our 
household participates 

in this activity 

No, but we are 
interested in this 

activity 

No, and we are 
not interested in 

this activity. 

I don’t 
know 

ATV/off road vehicles      

Baseball/softball (adult)     

Baseball/softball  (youth)     

Basketball     

Beach activities     

Bicycling (paved surfaces)     

Bicycling (BMX Track)     

Bicycling (mountain/trail)     

Boating (motorized)     

Camping (tent)     

Camping (RV)     

Canoeing/kayaking     

Fishing     

Geo-caching     

Golfing     

Hiking     

Hockey (adult)     

Hockey (youth)     

Horseback riding     

Hunting     

Ice skating     

Playgrounds     

Picnicking     

Running/jogging     

Sailing     

Skateboarding     

Skiing (cross country)     

Skiing (downhill)     

Sledding     

Snowmobiling     

Snowshoeing     

Soccer     

Swimming     

Tennis     

Visiting historical sites     

Volleyball     

Wildlife viewing     

Other:     

Other:     

Other:     

 
 
 



6. The purpose of this survey is to collect feedback from residents and visitors on the types of recreation 
opportunities they would like the County to maintain, develop and/or improve.  Please list the 3 forms of 
recreation you’d like the County to focus on. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Below is a list of potential recreation goals for the County to prioritize.  Indicate how you would prioritize 

each goal using the provided scale where “1” = “Low Priority” and “5” = “High Priority”.  Indicate your 
response for each goal by placing an “X” inside the appropriate response option. 

Goal 
1 = Low 
Priority 

2 3 4 
5 = High 
Priority 

Build new motorized (e.g. snowmobiles, ORV/ATVs) recreation trails      

Build new non-motorized (e.g. bicycle, cross-country skiing, and hiking) 
recreation trails 

     

Repair motorized recreation trails damaged by the flood in June      

Repair non-motorized recreation trails damaged by the flood in June      

Build the connections between existing recreation trail systems      

Enhance and/or develop new water trail routes for paddle craft (e.g. canoes)      

Enhance and/or develop facilities for motorized boating activities      

Increase public access to rivers and streams      

Increase public access to Lake Superior shorelines      

Create new green spaces (e.g. parks) for public use      

Increase recreational opportunities for individuals with mobility challenges      

Enhance bike-“ability” of communities (e.g. establishing bike lanes, signage)      

Improve access to “team sports” facilities (e.g. baseball, hockey)      

Enhance/improve playground facilities for children      

Preserve/enhance public access to historical and cultural sites      

Increase indoor winter recreation opportunities      

Enhance/increase (modern) RV camping opportunities (e.g. provide 
additional sites and/or improve modern restroom/shower, access to 
electricity, etc.) 

     

Enhance/increase rustic camping opportunities (e.g. provide additional 
primitive campsites and/or improve amenities at rustic camping areas) 

     

Other:        

 
8. How important is it to you to have wireless internet connection access when recreating? 

[  ] Extremely important      

[  ] Very important     

[  ] Somewhat important     

[  ] Not so important     

[  ] Not important at all 

 

 



9. Please indicate if you visited any of the following County recreation sites this year. Indicate your response 

for each site by placing an “X” inside the appropriate response option. 

Recreation Site Yes, I visited this 
year 

No, I did not visit 
this year 

I do not know if I visited 
this year 

Houghton County Arena    

Houghton County Fairgrounds    

Houghton County Marina    

Houghton County Marina 

(On Portage Lake in Hancock, east of U.S. 41/M-26 interchange) 

10. Below is a list of potential projects for the County Marina.  Indicate how you would prioritize each project 
using the provided scale where “1” = “Low Priority” and “5” = “High Priority”.  Indicate your response for 
each site by placing an “X” inside the appropriate response option. 
 

Project 
1 = Low 
Priority 

2 3 4 
5 = High 
Priority 

Add additional automobile parking spaces on site      

Add parking locations for boat trailers on site      

Add launches for paddle craft (e.g. canoes and kayaks)      

Renovate existing restroom facility to meet to allow for wheel chair 
access and remove other barriers to individuals with mobility limitations 

     

Construct new boating slips/docks       

Enhance onsite seating/picnicking facilities      

Other:        

About you 

11. What is your age? ________________ 
 

12. How many persons in your household fall into each of the following age groups:   
 

0-5____    6-12____    13-19____    20-29_____    30-39____    40-49____    50-64_____   65+_____  
 

13. Does anyone in your household have a disability or require specialized recreation?  Specialized recreation refers to 

accommodations or modifications made to recreation facilities and equipment to remove barriers that prevent 

individuals with disabilities from using the facilities or equipment.        Yes [   ]     No [   ]   

If “yes”, please specify: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Please provide any additional comments or explanations for your responses that you think would be helpful in 

developing recreation opportunities in Houghton County: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you!  Your input is important to help identify and prioritize recreation projects throughout the County. 


